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Pottier & Stymus have a bi-formed Japanese vase 
with the outer part pierced by heart-shaped openings on opposite 
sides, disclosing a cylindrical receptacle. This is overgrown on 
one side with thorn-branches, laden with delicate blossoms and 
slender thorns, the soft-hued flowers being thrown charmingly 
into aerial perspective at either side, where the breadth of the 
heart-spaces is greater than the diameter of the cylinder by which 
' they are supported. Within the opposite side a more conven- 
tional representation of what may be a japonica spray completes 
the judicious balance of design. These floral treasures seem, in 
their semi-seclusion, as if further guarded by the very fierce dra- 
gons: with which the vase is mounted at the top and handles. 
The base is divided by three serrated hollows, cut upward, so 
that the piece stands like a tripod, its outer surface presenting a 
rich example in the use of gold and colors. 



Among the many admirable objects of vertu 
. in the bric-a-brac rooms of Messrs. Watson & Co., we noticed a 
beautiful copy of a Henri Deux glass clock, bearing the signa- 
ture of E. Galle", of Nancy. The thick glass case is about six 
inches high, is colorless, except in its superbly enamelled figure 
of Diane de Poictiers as the goddess of the chase, under the 
richly decorated face of the clock, and some delicate floral tra- 
cery on the sides. 

It will repay any lover of decorative art visiting 
Boston to pass an hour at the Household Art Rooms. To our 
Boston readers they are well known. Besides having the best 
exhibit in the city of the truly artistic Low tiles, which may be 
seen here effectively applied to open fire-places, Mr. Welling- 
ton, the manager, has, upstairs, a very interesting " curiosity 
shop.." Among the objects we particularly recall as worthy of 
note during a recent visit, there were a cabinet full of old Nan- 
keen china, some mellow old stamped leather from Holland and 
Germany, curious old tiles of Hispano-Moresque times, others, 
no less curious and hardly less ancient, from Salisbury Cathedral 
and Milton Abbey, and some rare pieces of old Incas pottery. 



There are certain fine silk, velvet, and embroi- 
dered goods which escape the observation of the ordinary pur- 
chaser, but are to be found in the stock of a few importers of 
dress goods, who keep them almost as much as a matter of per- 
sonal pride as with the object of selling them. The merchant 
of taste understands that they are not for the ordinary customer, 
and would not care to have his salesmen show them to such. 
But to one who can appreciate the perfection of the work of the 



loom, and the added skill of the deftest fingers in its artistic 
elaboration, he takes the pleasure of an enthusiast in exhibiting 
his treasures. Such a connoisseur is Mr. Crawford McCreery, 
of the firm of James McCreery & Co., and he may well be proud 
to show goods of such a high degree of artistic excellence as 
some submitted to the inspection of the writer during a recent 
visit to this establishment. Some delicate light brocaded silks 
were strikingly beautiful, both as to tone and texture. One was 
light peacock-blue and pale " old gold " on a ground of pearl 
gray, and another salmon color and pale blue on a " cameo" 
ground, with pale blue shot under the latter in a way that gave 
it an indescribable richness in appearance. There were shot- 
faille silks of remarkable beauty — canary color and pink tilleule 
with the flower of the linden, and satin de Leon tilleule and 
deep rose. Other brocaded silks of dark armure grounds were 
richly decorated with Japanese designs, and others in Louis 
XIV. patterns. A few lengths of black silk velvet — dress flounce 
and trimming — embroidered superbly in colored silks, resembled 
the finest art-needlework. Other remarkably fine and delicate- 
ly wrought Indian and Persian shawl goods actually were all 
needlework, each article in some cases being the result of the 
combined labors of hundreds of hands. It may be remarked 
" en passant" that during the recent visit of the Prince of Wales 
to India, he ordered as a present to the Queen a shawl the 
manufacture of which would require the labor of three hundred 
men for three years. Such articles as these of course are very 
costly, but by no means in proportion to the labor involved in 
producing them. There are at McCreery's some sumptuously 
embroidered Indian shawls, table-covers, and hangings at prices 
so low as to. seem incomprehensible. 



Sypher has some old French clocks Of the First 
Empire that would rejoice the heart of a collector. One of 
these, of brass, is surmounted by two groups of admirably mod- 
elled figures, representing the Horatii and Curatii taking their 
famous oath. They stand on either side of the clock, and their 
raised swords meet across it. 



Those who -take an artistic interest in rich Ori- 
ental floor coverings will be well repaid by a visit to the estab- 
lishment of A. T. Williams & Co., in Boston. Their stock of 
rugs, carpets and mats, from Turkey, Persia and India, is 
selected with care, and is unsurpassed, we believe, by that of any 
other house in New England. 



The wash-stand made by the " New York Port- 
able Wash-stand Company," 710 Broadway, is simple and 
serviceable, giving an instantaneous flow of water, the apparatus 
being entirely independent of "the work of the plumber. One in 
use in our office answers its purpose admirably. 



jQo to enh 3 -jinfe. 

Ladies as a rule waste their labor terribly. They 

work too finely, and they put in too many stitches, which only 
puckers the material. Much work, too, is spoilt by being too 
tightly done. A really good worker will not draw up the finest 
stuff. Puckered work means bad work. * 



Painting on muslin is very easy and can be done 
by anybody, as no talent for drawing is required. Place the 
drawing — flowers form the best subject — underneath the muslin 
and draw through ; then paint with ordinary water-colors, mixed 
with Chinese white and a little liquid gum. The designs can, of 
course, be sketched instead of traced through. Screens, fans, and 
fire-screens lined with silk are some of the objects which painting 
on muslin can be made to decorate. 



There is in the South Kensington Museum a small 
cabinet of black wood, with dull red panels. On each of these 
panels a small figure is painted, in a white dress and dark plum- 
colored petticoat ; all round the border are small white stars. 
This style might be copied for a variety of things. 



The reason why so many fail in painting in oil- 
colors is they are apt to use too much white, which gives a heavy 
and muddy look to their pictures. A celebrated artist on being 
asked how he produced such depth of color, in reply, squeezing a 
portion of Naples yellow on his palate, said, " This is my white," 
meaning he avoided pure white in mixing colors, except, of course, 
where high lights were required. Amateurs should follow this 
rule, and work as dry as possible, using little medium, and they 
will soon see a more satisfactory result. 



Some beautiful small sized pictures woven in silk 
are exhibited freely in many of the stationers' shops in London. 
Among the subjects illustrated is the old stage-coach, with horses, 
driver, guard, passengers, and luggage complete, and, in contra- 
distinction to the primitive mode of travelling, there is the original 
locomotive engine, or ' ' Puffing Billy," which laid up the stage-coach, 
as a public conveyance, and terminated the "good old coaching 
days." A race for the blue ribbon of the turf is vividly portrayed 
in silk, as is also " Dick Turpin^ Ride to York." These silk pic- 
tures are made in the largest known loom of its kind in the world, 
a machine which has taken medals at every exhibition where it has 
been shown, including the Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition, 
where, among thi|ry others (of all nationalities), it seeured the 
first prize. This extraoriiinary mechanical contrivance contains 
one hundred and sixty shuttles, and will weave patterns in from 
eight to sixteen colors. 



Japanese Porcelain and Art Pottery. 

We respectfully invite our 
friends and the public to ex- 
amine our stock of beautiful 
Japanese W ares, selected by 
our agents in Japan. 

Our collection is especially 
rich in Siitmtma Ware, 
as well as in Old and Modern 
KAGA and KIOTO FAI- 
ENCE, Nagasaki, Arita, and 
Owari Porcelain, Cloisonne 
Enamels, Curios, etc. Many 
of these porcelains, etc., were 
painted and finished years ago by artists who only aimed 
to produce elaborately finished articles, without regard 
to time required, and not intended for export, cannot 
now be reproduced in equal perfection, and will, there- 
fore, be highly prized by collectors. 

Prices Very Moderate. 

HERMAN TROST & CO., 

Nos. 48, 50, 52, and 54 Murray St., 

Importers of French, English, Dresden, Japanese, and 

Chinese Goods. Established since 1835. 




PORTRAITS. 
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Union Square, 



GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1873. 
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PLAIN AND TINTED. 

— * — 

STUDIO, 

27 EAST 18th STREET, COR. BROADWAY, 

NEW YORK. 




59 Carmine Street, N. Y. 

Sixth Avenue Cars pass the Door. 
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glATIONAL TI ORTRA IT~ pALLERYl 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

(Portraits of Eminent Men and Women. 

ESTA BLISHED 1842. 

Q- ID. FRBDRIOKS' 

Knickerbocker Portrait Gallery, 

No. 770 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

S. E. Comer of Ninth Street, opposite Stewart's. 

IMPERIALS, $5 PER DOZEN. 



ESTERBROO K'S 

The Most Populj 

STEEL PEI 

In Use. ^^A % ^^"for sale 

BY ALL 

STATIONERS. 

LEADING NUMBERS: 

048, 14, 92, 130, 161, 333. 




1 ESTERBROOK-i-C.. 

C» FALCON PEN 



E3TERBROOK STEEL PEN CO. 

Works . Camden, N. J. 26 John St., New York. 



Skylight on First Floor. 



MEMORIALS A SPECIALTY 
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STERLING SILVER. 


IN 


POLISHED BRASS. 


IN 


POLISHED BRONZE. 


IN 


CARVED WOOD. 


IN 


MARBLE and STONE. 


IN 
IN 


ILLUMINATIONS. 
STAINED CLASS. 



SEND FOR CIRCULAR. . 

C. M. HOLBROOK, 
Antique Furniture, 

China, Bric-a-Brac, etc., Rare Old Books, Paintings and Engrav- 
ings, Old High-Case Clocks. 

Antique Mahogany Furniture, with brass trim- 
mings ; Fenders, Andirons, etc., a specialty. 

■424 SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 
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PHOTOGRAPHER AND ARTIST, 

45 East 14th Street (Union Square), 
Bet. University Place and Broadway, NEW YORK. 



CHARLES M. JENCKES, 

Of[NAMEHTAL ^T STUDIO, 

44 West 30th Street. 

Furniture and all kinds of Ornamental Designs. 
%3" See cover and headings of this Magazine. 



^> h o t o -^> ortraits, 

1162 BROADWAY, 
Opposite the Colern an House, N E W YO R K. 




DEXTER'S 

Old Print Shop, 

12115 33TlO J VI>^V'A.Y. 

(Daly's Theatre Building.) 

RARE ENGRAVINGS and ETCHINGS. 

Portraits for Book Illustrations. 

PLAYS, Tableaux, Dialogues, Recitations, Colored 
Fire, Wigs, Mustaches, etc. Catalogues sent 
free. Happy Hours Company, s Beekman St., N, Y. 
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CELEBRATED HATS. 

174 FIFTH ATE., bet. 22d and 2Cd Sts., and 
169 BROADWAY, near Cortlandt St., 

NEW YORK. 

Correct Styles, Extra Qualit). 

LADIES' RIDING AND WALKING HATS, 



Grannis, (he well-known Art Critic, said : " There is 
as much artistic beauty in one of Dunlap's hats as there 
is in one of Meissor.ier's paintings." — New York Com- 
mercial A dvtrtistK / 



